
Remote learning in Key Stage Two

On Monday 4th January we returned to school after the Christmas holidays. We were 
informed that evening by the Prime Minister that we would be going into a second 
lockdown. Whilst providing work for the children for the remainder of the week, this gave us 
vital time to plan an effective provision of learning for the children in Key Stage Two 
following this sudden news.

Following the previous lockdown, March 2000, we knew we would need to change our 
provision so it was more interactive and demanding for the children. Our remote learning 
needed to match the content of what was being covered at school by the key worker and 
vulnerable children so that when we returned to school, the children would be at a similar 
stage and their learning experiences had continued.

It was decided that we would meet with the children ‘virtually’ twice a day, five days a 
week, during live sessions using Google Meet. The first morning session would focus on 
English or maths, alternating each day, with the teacher delivering an input and introducing 
the work that the children would then be covering in that session and for the rest of the 
day. The second session would be a review session with the opportunity for children to see 
how they had got on with their work, share some examples of pieces of work and listen to a 
story. Break and lunch times were also planned into the timetable. This meant it would be a 
familiar routine for those children alternating between working from school and completing 
remote learning. 

See example of part of a year three weekly timetable with live sessions in green:

Each live session was also recorded with the recording being uploaded shortly on the shared 
Google Classroom for the year group so any child who was unable to attend could view 
what was covered and watch the teaching input.



It was decided that teachers would stay online for 10 minutes after the live session in case 
any child had a question or concern that they wanted to know the answer to without all the 
children listening to.

The LSA also attended both live sessions each day to take the register (keeping a record of 
who was present at the session) and to help with the running of the session.

Each week a timetable, similar to the structure of the day at school, was uploaded for the 
children to view and this gave an overview of what was to be completed each day. All 
resources were uploaded onto Google Classroom for children to access. Teachers tried to 
ensure that there was a variety of curriculum areas covered in the work.

Teachers monitored their emails throughout the day so they could respond to queries from 
children and also parents/carers. They also responded to emails with work attached that the 
children had completed. 

In addition to the live sessions, each class teacher hosted a google meet session, once a 
week, after school hours as an opportunity for both the children at school and those 
learning remotely to meet together and have a chat and play some games. These sessions 
were a lovely way for all children to see each other, have fun and communicate via the chat 
facility on screen. Children were also able to share what they had been doing using the 
stream on their Google Classroom and comment on other children’s posts.

After around 6 weeks of remote learning, it was decided to ask the children to submit their 
work, rather than via email, via Google Classroom to make feedback, submission and 
keeping track of who had completed what much easier. The children increased their IT skills 
with using applications like Kami and apps in the G Suite. We also introduced Padlets which 
the children enjoyed contributing to e.g. on World Book Day.

After spending so long during lockdown glued to screens, we decided to change Wednesday 
afternoons to Well-Being Wednesdays (both for remote learners and those in school). We 
provided a range of activities for the children to choose from which did not need 



technology. We asked the children later to upload a comment and/or photo of themselves 
doing this activity on a whole school Padlet.

Throughout the lockdown period (January to March 2021), all staff contributed to a tier 5 
spreadsheet record. This logged those children who were working at school and those 
learning remotely at home. Phone calls were made to families if children were struggling 
mentally and/or with motivation etc. and these were recorded on the log. Teachers used 
the log to record when they had received work from children and to track their engagement 
with live sessions. All staff, working at school and remotely at home, contributed to this log 
and it formed a picture of how each child was engaging.


